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Dear Chairman Oberstar and Ranking Member Mica:

As you begin to craft the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2010, 1
respectfully request vou consider amending the Section 510, Chesapeake Bay Environmental
Restoration and Protection Program. Thank you in advance for your consideration on the
following changes:

e Eliminate the Public Ownership Requirement or permit the Secretary of the Army to provide
assistance to non-profit organizations that own, operate and maintain projects that ultimately
benefit the Chesapeake Bay.

e Permit federal funds, not provided by the Army Corps, to be used as the non-federal share for
projects under the program.

o [Establish the Chesapeake Bay Environmental Restoration and Protection Program as a
permanent program by removing “Pilot” from its authorization.

As you may know, Northeastern Pennsylvania is home to one of the largest tributaries of
the Chesapeake Bay, the Susquehanna River. In addition, Northeastern Pennsylvania is also
home to thousands of acres of mine-scarred land. Poor mining practices have resulted in large
amounts of mine deposits and sediments traveling into the Susquehanna River and in the end, the
Chesapeake Bay. This has had a devastating impact on the aquatic habitats and health of the
River and the Bay.

Earth Conservancy is a non-profit corporation dedicated to reclaiming mine-scarred land
in Northeastern Pennsylvania for economic development and recreational uses. Since 1994,
Earth Conservancy has restored more than 1,200 mine-scarred acres and is currently restoring an
additional 1,100 acres. To date, Earth Conservancy has worked with agencies such as the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection to reclaim mine-scarred land in Northeastern Pennsylvania.
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Nanticoke Creek is located in Luzerne County, PA and deposits into the Susquehanna
River. More than 100 years of coal mine spoil and refuse piles are found in the Nanticoke Creek.
Farth Conservancy and the Army Corps have partnered and developed a comprehensive plan to
address this problem. The Army Corps has directed Earth Conservancy to the Section 510
Program as the best way to finance this restoration project. :

The Section 510 Program contains a provision that only permits the Secretary of the
Army to provide assistance to projects that are publicly owned, operated and maintained. As a
result, Farth Conservancy and the Army Corps cannot move forward without a local government
that is willing to be responsible for the project. The local municipal government does not have
the expertise to handle this type of project. In addition, Luzerne County is facing significant
budget shortfalls because of the ongoing economic downturn. The Luzerne County
Commissioners have expressed that it would be extremely difficult to take on the liability of the
project but are in full support of the initiative.

As a result, [ respectfully request you that you remove the Public Ownership Requirement
or allow non-profit organizations to own, operate and maintain projects under the Section 510
Program. In addition, I request that you make the Section 510, Chesapeake Bay Environmental
Restoration and Protection Program permanent.

Finally, I would like to request that you amend the Section 510 Program to allow federal
funds, other than those provide through the Army Corps, to serve as the non-federal portion of
the cost sharing for a project under the program. As you know, many local governments, non-
profits and small business are finding it extremely difficult to generate the necessary revenue to
continue operations during these tough economic times. By allowing the Army Corps to
combine federal funds from other agencies, we can ensure that important restoration projects
receive the funding they need to help restore the Chesapeake Bay.

Enclosed you will find two Congressional Earmark Certification forms with the original
signatures for my request, letters of support from the local project sponsot and County, and a
copy of the online receipt. In addition, this information has also been posted on my website at
http://kanjorski.house.gcov/wrda.

If you need any additional information, please feel free contact me directly or have a
member of your staff contact John Latini in my Washington, DC office by phone at (202) 225-

6511 orgmail at john.latini(@mail.house.gov.

&

Paul E. Kanjorski
Member of Congress



